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not wholly trusted by either her old ally or her new
friend.
In the fall of 1903, shortly before Germany was sur-
prised by the conclusion of the Anglo-French Entente which
threatened to draw Italy further to the side of these two
Mediterranean Powers, she began to fear more seriously that
Italy's "extra dance" might develop into an elopement after
all. Victor Emmanuel explained to Emperor William that
French friendship was important for Italy's commercial re-
lations and for enabling Italy to borrow needed money.
Though he was reported to have said of Barrere, "I don't
like him, he is a liar and a nasty man/'78 nevertheless he
paid a visit a few months later to Paris, which was made
the occasion for further demonstrations of Franco-Italian
friendship. At about the same time there was a violent
renewed outburst of Italian irredentist feeling against Aus-
tria, which the Italian Government made little effort to
check.79 In April, 1904, President Loubet returned Victor
Emmanuel's visit, going to Naples with the French fleet,
and then even going on to Rome, though no French Presi-
dent hitherto had thus snubbed the Pope to honor the King.
In the toasts given to Loubet at Naples, the Italians em-
phasized Franco-Italian friendship, but made no mention of
Italy's position in the Triple Alliance. Germany protested
against this omission, demanding that if further toasts were
exchanged some reference should be made to the Triple
Alliance and its peaceful character, in order that the world
might not think that Italy had shifted to the side of France.
The Italian Minister promised to heed the German protest.
But he did not keep his promise. Two more Franco-Italian
toasts were. exchanged in which the Triple Alliance was
passed over in dead silence.80
Monts, the German Ambassador at Rome, urged that
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